NIH PUBLIC ACCESS AND PMCID
OVERVIEW

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Public Access Policy requires that every peer-reviewed journal
article funded by the NIH be assigned a PubMed Central identification number (PMCID) within three
months of publication. Future awards may be delayed or denied if a researcher is delinquent with
PMCIDs. Principal investigators are responsible for making sure that every article that comes out of their
grants is assigned a PMCID.
PMCIDs are assigned when article manuscripts complete the submission process to PubMed Central
(PMC), the NIH’s full-text article repository. Although the names are similar, PubMed and PubMed
Central are not the same database, and they have different submission pathways. Submission to
PubMed is completely dependent upon publishing in a journal indexed by PubMed. Submission to
PubMed Central may happen in multiple ways, several of which require direct intervention by the
researcher.

The PMCID Process
1. When first submitting an article manuscript for publication, check the journal’s policies for funding
agency requirements. The journal determines the method by which the article will be submitted to
PMC and the length of time the article will be held by the database before the full text is released to
the public. The NIH allows up to one year of embargo. There are four submission methods
(http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process.htm).
a. Method A: The journal submits the published version of the article without researcher
involvement.
b. Method B: The researcher pays an open access fee to the journal to submit the published
version of the article without the researcher’s involvement.
c. Method C: The researcher (or assistant) submits the final peer-reviewed manuscript, not
the published article. The researcher must approve the raw files (if submitted by an
assistant) and then approve the files again after they have been formatted by PMC.
d. Method D: The journal submits the final peer-reviewed manuscript. The researcher must
approve the raw files and then the PMC-formatted files.
2. Many journals provide an option to indicate that the article was funded by the NIH on the article
submission form or author agreement (e.g., a checkbox). If this option is available, make sure to
indicate the article’s funding source.
3. Once the article has been accepted for publication, it should be submitted to PubMed Central
through the NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) system at www.nihms.nih.gov by the appropriate
method. The researcher will also approve the articles files in the NIHMS.
4. Include the PMCID in all paperwork for the NIH when citing an article written by the principal
investigator or that resulted from his or her grant.
For more information, see the official site at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/ or contact the Library at
214.648.2003.
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